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TN State Parks and TWRA offer atfordable ‘Kayaking 101’
classes to launch National Boating Week for satety and fun

NASHVILLE — Tennessee
State Parks and the Tennessee
Wildlife Resources Agency
(TWRA) are teaming up with
paddlesports leaders across the
state to offer low-cost beginner
kayaking classes Saturday, May
17 to kick off National Safe
Boating Week.

For more information, visit
https://tnstateparks.com

Now in its fourth year, the ini-
tiative has helped hundreds of
Tennesseans safely dip their pad-
dles into kayaking for the first
time. Last year, 115 students re-
ceived training at Tennessee
State Parks at the coordinated
“Kayaking 101” event. The ef-
fort was recognized last year
with the National Safe Boating
Council’s Communications
Community Impact Award.

The event is supported by in-
structor volunteers across Ten-
nessee who are certified to teach
paddlesports by the American
Canoe Association (ACA),
whose nationally recognized

standards guide paddlesports in-
struction for the event.
Participating Tennessee State
Parks are:
Big Ridge State Park
Booker T. Washington State
Park
Harpeth River State Park
Harrison Bay State Park
Hiwassee/Ocoee Scenic River
State Park
Johnsonville State Park
Long Hunter State Park
Meeman-Shelby Forest State
Park
Seven Islands State Birding
Park
Warriors’ Path State Park
“We’re proud to do this again,
and we are grateful to the in-
structors for this event,” said
Greer Tidwell, deputy commis-
sioner for Conservation at the
Tennessee Department of Envi-
ronment and Conservation
(TDEC). “We are fortunate to
have TWRA as our partner, and
we look forward to the success
of this year’s training.”

Hegseth looks at refocusing
resources and service
members standards
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say, 'we'll stop shooting at your
ships we'll stop shooting at your
drones,' this campaign will end,
but until then, it will be unrelent-
ing."

On May 5, 2025, the situation in
the Red Sea changed.
"President Trump announced
that the Houthis, exhausted by
our nearly daily operations, have
capitulated and do not want to

In a January 2025 execu-
tive order, Trump made if
the policy of the federal
government to recognize
only two sexes: male and
female. That order said
that within the federal gov-
ernment, "sex" will refer to|
an individual's "immutable
biological classification as|

either male or female."

fight," Parnell said. "President
Trump has been very clear from
the beginning: freedom of navi-
gation is the objective; whether
the strikes continue is up to the
Houthis."

In a January 2025 executive
order, Trump made it the policy
of the federal government to rec-
ognize only two sexes: male and
female. That order said that
within the federal government,
"sex" will refer to an individual's
"immutable biological classifica-
tion as either male or female."
In an additional executive order,
the president also classified
gender dysphoria as incompat-
ible with military service, stat-
ing, "Consistent with the military
mission and longstanding DOD
policy, expressing a false 'gender
identity' divergent from an in-
dividual's sex cannot satisfy the
rigorous standards necessary for
military service."

In keeping with that direction,
Hegseth signed a policy mem-
orandum in February 2025,
which detailed, among other
things, that service members
must serve in accordance with

View UFL’s “More of
What You Love” on
YouTube

Click here to view

sex, that gender dysphoria is in-
compatible with military service
and that service members dia-
gnosed with gender dysphoria
will be processed for separation
by their respective services.
Actions by the department re-
garding that memorandum had
been paused due to legal chal-
lenges until this week.

"On Wednesday, the Supreme
Court allowed President Trump's
ban on transgender military serv-
ice to take effect," Parnell said.
With the decision, the depart-
ment will now move ahead with
the president's and the secretary's
direction.

"Service members who have a
current diagnosis or history of or
exhibit symptoms with gender
dysphoria may elect to separate
voluntarily," Hegseth said.
"There's a timeline here. And
then eventually, involuntarily, if
necessary."

Finally this week, Hegseth at-
tended the Special Operations
Forces Week conference in
Tampa, Florida, where he ad-
dressed operators in attendance.
"He pledged to keep standards
high and to leave wokeness and
weakness behind," Parnell said.
During the event, Hegseth
thanked the SOF community for
maintaining their own high phys-
ical standards and noted that
standards must also be high
throughout the military services.

"The standards need to be high,
and they need to be gender neu-
tral," Hegseth said. "If you can
do the job, you're in that forma-
tion. And if you can't, you're not.
That is restoring the warrior
ethos, and it's something we're
seeing across all formations that
the troops are responding to."

“We're proud to do this
again, and we are grateful to
the instructors for this event,’
said Greer Tidwell, deputy
commissioner for Conserva-
tion at the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Environment and,
Conservation (TDEC). “We
are fortunate to have TWRA
as our partner, and we look]
forward to the success of this|
years training.”

“We welcome Tennesseans to
experience paddling and kayak
fishing on our beautiful water-
ways,” said TWRA Executive
Director Jason Maxedon. “Safety
is our number one priority, and
our officers are proud to support
this important outdoor recreation
initiative.”

“Our volunteer instructors are

excited to help people build the
confidence to get out on the
water and love it,” said Andrea
White, ACA Southeastern Chair.
“One good day of training can
turn a nervous newbie into a life-
long paddler.”

Each class costs just $15 per
person, including kayak rental
and all necessary gear — to re-
ceive training that typically costs
between $75 and $150.

Each park’s session is limited to
15 participants. Instructors are
ACA-certified Tennessee vol-
unteers backed by experienced
safety teams. Tennessee State
Park Rangers and TWRA of-
ficers will be present at select
sites to reinforce paddlecraft
safety and awareness.

Returning for its third year, the
Adaptive Kayaking 101 class at
Booker T. Washington State Park
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offers specialized gear and in-
struction for individuals with
physical disabilities.

For the first time, this event will
also include Kayak Fishing 101
at Long Hunter State Park. Par-
ticipants will need to have a valid
Tennessee Fishing License to
participate.

In the wake of Hurricane Helene,
paddlesports volunteers who
typically support this event at
David Crockett Birthplace State
Park are unable to hold a class
due to hurricane damage at the
park. But demonstrating the
long-term community partner-
ships the event has built, vol-
unteers  from  Appalachian
Paddling Enthusiasts are plan-
ning to work with park rangers
for a short educational video on
how to recreate on rivers safely.
Supporting organizations for the

event include volunteer instruc-
tors certified by the American
Canoe Association; Appalachian
Paddling Enthusiasts; Blues City
Kayaks; Bluff City Canoe Club;
Catalyst Sports; Chattanooga
Therapeutic Recreation Services;
Chota Canoe Club; East Tennes-
see Whitewater Club; Noli-
chucky  Outdoor Learning
Institute; Team River Runner-At-
lanta; Tennessee RiverLine; Ten-
nessee Scenic Rivers
Association; Tennessee Valley
Canoe Club; Tennessee Kayak
Anglers; and West Tennessee
Canoe and Kayak Club.

Space is limited. Registration
begins today at the Safe Boating
Week page on the Tennessee
State Parks website. A free online
course is also available, but in-
person instruction with a certi-
fied instructor is strongly
encouraged.

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

6614 Danville Rd
Nicholasville, KY 40356

Saturday, June 21, 2025

10:00 am to 4:00 pm

The National Park Service and our partners invite you to the 1st Annual
Freedom Day Festival at Camp Nelson National Monument. The event
celebrates the establishment of the
Brigadier General Charles Young Memorial Historical Corridor.
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For more information
CANE_info@nps.gov
859-881-5716

Every donation is tax

100% of the proceeds help
save the lives of people
needing organ transplants
on MatchingDonors.com,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization.
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YOU DON'T HAVE TO DONATE A KIDNEY T0 SAVE A LIFE
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT, REAL ESTATE, OR PLANE!

We take donations in
any condition, with
fast, free pickup.

Call us at 781-821-2204

or donate online at

MatchingDonorsDonations.com


https://youtu.be/zBkav59P4xQ?si=mv_CIz_xixXqKXyJ
https://tnstateparks.com

